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BUDGET ALLOCATIONS 
Grievance 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Serpentine-Jarrahdale) [9.50 am]:  Although my grievance today is directed at the 
Treasurer because it relates to some of the budget decisions for the 2005-06 financial year, I hope that some 
other ministers will also consider some of the sentiments I will express.  I will reflect on some comments related 
to me by staff in my office from constituents who have expressed their disappointment in the Treasurer, and I 
add my grievance for the record. 

A number of constituents have raised concerns that all focus on what I call the Treasurer’s drip-feeding 
mentality.  As recently as Monday this week, my office received a call from a resident who wanted to know 
when the Atwell high school would be completed.  After explaining the situation, my electorate officer listened 
to the angry constituent, who complained that before the election she was led to believe that the government 
would build a new high school in the area if it was re-elected.  That constituent is not alone in holding that belief.  
I am certain that the Treasurer and the Minister for Education and Training will tell Parliament that the 
government has fulfilled its pre-election promise to build a high school in Atwell, and I acknowledge that from a 
certain perspective neither minister would be lying if they did so.  However, I take issue with the particular 
perspective taken by the Treasurer and his good friend in the other place, the Minister for Education and 
Training, who must both take responsibility for drip-feeding projects that are needed sooner rather than later. 

In this year’s budget the Treasurer allocated one twenty-ninth, or less than 3.5 per cent, of the total estimated 
cost of the project.  At this rate, the Atwell high school should be ready in about 28 years; that is, the year 2033.  
Since this budget paper does not provide a forward estimate beyond June next year, the good people of the 
rapidly growing area of Atwell have no idea how quickly or slowly the government will drip-feed the project.  
However, I will be prepared to put my money on the Treasurer turning on the tap before the next election, if 
there is any water left in the hose at that time. 

Similarly, the patient people of Canning Vale College have received little more than 25 per cent of the money 
that is required to complete stage 2 of the unfinished, yet very important, school.  The building of this project 
was also raised during the election campaign.  It was the subject of enormous concern for my constituents 
because although the government had built stage 1 of the brand new college, it had neglected to install 
airconditioners.  This was a concern for the teachers and students, because it was built in an area that is akin to a 
desert; it has no trees, shaded areas or natural elements to cool it down.  Worse still is the fact that the college 
was always intended to have airconditioning, but because of the government’s drip-feed mentality, it decided not 
to provide this vital service at the point of construction.  I understand that the college will be disrupted to allow 
the airconditioning to be installed some time during this financial year.  However, I am bewildered that this was 
not done at the point of construction when it would not have disrupted the students.  Presumably it would have 
been more efficient and less expensive to install the airconditioning at the initial stage of construction. 

Another urgent project about which my constituents are disappointed is the much-needed Canning Vale police 
station.  The government has committed to provide only about 25 per cent of the funds for the project, which is a 
vital service for one of the fastest growing and under-policed areas in the state.  Although the government should 
immediately fund the project so that it can be completed quickly, at least it looks as though it will be completed 
during this term of Parliament.  I presume it will be finished some time close to the next election.  This grievance 
must be shared also with the Minister for Police and Emergency Services for not lobbying the Treasurer harder 
to expedite the completion of the police station.  The Minister for Police has failed to recognise the urgent need 
for the police station in this region. 

These are just three examples of the Treasurer’s decision to drip-feed many projects in this year’s budget.  My 
grievance to the Treasurer is not entirely my grievance.  I raise these matters in good faith on behalf of my 
constituents, who are growing bitter because of the cynical and obvious pork-barrelling by which many of the 
Treasurer’s recent decisions have been made. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Treasurer) [9.57 am]:  The government has taken great care to ensure that its 
election commitments are incorporated in the budget and in the forward estimates.  The election commitments 
we made are phased across the next four years.  We did not promise at the election that every commitment we 
made would be implemented in 2005 or 2006.  Each commitment has a timetable for implementation across the 
forward estimates.  That was made clear in the costings document produced before the election, which outlined 
the expenditure allocations for each of the financial years.  When the budget was developed, the government’s 
fundamental priority was to make sure that all its election commitments were incorporated in the budget and 
forward estimates.  Indeed, a specific chapter in budget paper No 3 outlines how that is being done. 

The government intends to fully honour all the election commitments that have been made.  The fact that only a 
small amount of expenditure has been allocated to the new high school project in Atwell in this financial year 
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does not mean that we are “drip-feeding” funds for it or that the project will not be completed.  That is simply 
the usual phasing in of expenditure for a big project.  Money is provided for planning and design, first of all, and 
when the construction proper starts, bigger amounts of moneys are allocated. 

I have not been able to check the precise details of the commitment the government gave regarding the Atwell 
high school, but I assure the member that the government intends to honour the commitments it gave and that the 
budget and forward estimates have been constructed on that foundation.  That applies to not only Atwell high 
school but also the other education and training projects that the government committed to in the electorate of 
Serpentine-Jarrahdale, and to the commitments the government gave regarding police stations.  The allocation of 
only a small amount of money for those projects in the first year does not mean we are backing away from those 
commitments.  That is the usual way in which capital projects are undertaken.  I can understand that the doubts 
that the member has raised could occur in some people’s minds because the forward estimates are not broken 
down to provide cash flows for particular projects right across the forward estimates.  However, I assure him that 
everything has been done on the basis that we intend to fully honour the promises that we have made. 

I inform the member that the government has allocated $6 million in the budget to start the construction of the 
stage 2 works at Canning Vale College, which will cost a total of $20 million; $1 million has been allocated to 
start the construction of a high school at Atwell, which will cost a total of $29 million; $1 million has been 
allocated for the construction of the Bushy Grove primary school in Canning Vale, which will cost a total of 
$6.5 million; and $780 000 has been allocated for the construction of a new Canning Vale police station, which 
will cost a total of $3.03 million.  Moneys have been allocated in previous budgets for projects that will occur in 
the electorate of Serpentine-Jarrahdale.  For example, $140 million is being spent to extend the Tonkin Highway 
from Albany Highway to Thomas Road, Byford.  I am advised by the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
that this is expected to be completed by the end of 2006.  It involves big expenditure.  I will list some other areas 
in which expenditure is occurring.  There is expenditure of $61 760 for the refurbishment of the change rooms 
and the construction of a sports development room and public toilets at Mundijong oval.  Western Power 
allocated $96 000 to transmission works in the Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale.  I am looking at other 
expenditure.  Significant expenditure was allocated to the electorate in the 2004-05 budget.  For example, the 
Department of Sport and Recreation allocated $500 000 to construct a recreation centre in the Shire of 
Serpentine-Jarrahdale. 

Mr A.J. Simpson interjected. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  I am talking about what was in the last budget.  I could go through a series of individual 
initiatives, but, hopefully, I have made the point that the commitments will be honoured.  As the member began 
to speak, I sought advice about Atwell high school.  I am advised that it is to be completed in 2008.  The 
government gave that commitment, and the budget and forward estimates have been put forward on that basis. 

I commend the member for taking up the issue, but I do not believe that he has any reason to be concerned that 
the government will not honour the commitments it has given to the Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale.  We have 
explicitly constructed the budget on the basis that we will deliver all those commitments in the time lines 
promised before the election. 
 


